
 

 

BLACK HISTORY MONTH QUIZ: Answers 

How much do you know about black history and current affairs? 

Find out by trying our Black History Month quiz. 

Most of questions are multiple choice, so everyone has an  

equal chance of guessing the right answer. 

 

Test your knowledge and learn more about black history. 

Happy Quizzing! 

 

 

 
   merton.gov.uk/heritage   



 

Black History Quiz: Question 1 

To which organisation was Kofi Annan appointed Secretary General in 1996?  

   B) The United Nations -   

  The Ghanaian diplomat who served as the seventh Secretary-General of the  

  United Nations from January 1997 to December 2006. Annan and the UN were the  

  co-recipients of the 2001 Nobel Peace Prize.   



 

Black History Month Quiz: Question 2 

In which year did Britain first pass an act officially outlawing the institution of slavery, freeing 

more than 800,000 enslaved Africans in the Caribbean and South Africa and Canada?  

 C) 1833  The Slavery Abolition Act passed  its third reading on 26 July 1833. 

     One of the driving forces behind it was former Wimbledon resident William Wilberforce. 

     He died three days later, having spent most of his political life campaigning to end slavery. 



 

 Black History Month Quiz: Question 3 

 When did British taxpayers stop paying off Government debt incurred in order to compensate   

 British slave owners because of the abolition of slavery?  
   

   D) 2015 - In 1833, the government pledged £20 million in order to reimburse the owners of   

slaves when slavery was abolished in Britain. This sum, owed to families and corporations,  

took the British taxpayer 182 years to pay off  - a horrifying and truly depressing fact! 



 

 Black History Month Quiz: Question 4 

 Who famously said: “Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere”?  

    C) Martin Luther King Jr  - In response to a call for unity, Civil Rights campaigner  

  Revd. King penned a letter from a jail in Birmingham, Alabama  - the famous quote was 

  written in the margins of his newspaper on April 16, 1963.  



 

 Black History Month Quiz: Question 5 

 On August 24, 1981, Charles Chapman became the first black swimmer to swim across what  

 area of water?  

  C) The English Channel - Charles “the Tuna” Chapman was an American distance swimmer. 

       At the age of 27, he crossed the Channel in 13 hours, 30 minutes. 



 

 Black History Month Quiz: Question 6 

 Which historical nurse died in London in 1881 after saving many British soldiers during  

 the Crimean War of 1855? Can you complete her name? 

 

   MARY SEACOLE  - A British Jamaican nurse, she set up the British Hotel behind the lines    

   during the war, providing much needed food, shelter and medical care for wounded troops. 



 

  

 Black History Month Quiz: Question 7 

 In which year did Naomi Campbell first  

 appear on the magazine cover of  

 French Vogue?  

   

      C) 1988  

She became the first black model to appear 

on the cover of French Vogue, after her friend. 

designer Yves St. Laurent, threatened to  

withdraw his advertising from the magazine if 

it continued to refuse to place black models 

on its cover   



 

 Black History Month Quiz: Question 8 

 Who was the first black football player to captain England?  Clue: He also has a Wimbledon   

 connection. 
  

 Paul Ince - he became the first black captain in 1993 during a summer tour of the USA. 

 In the 2007-8 season, he managed Milton Keynes Dons - the club formed from the original 

 Wimbledon FC, following its controversial relocation in September 2003. 



 

 Black History Month Quiz: Question 9 

 Who was the first African-American to graduate from Harvard University and become a US   

 senator?  

 A) Hiram Rhodes Revels - in the face of prejudice and opposition, Revels became senator for 

      Mississippa on 25 February 1870 and remained in office till 3 March 1871. 



 

 Black History Month Quiz: Question 10 

 In what year were the first slaves brought to North America?  

 A) 1619 - Around 19 slaves were taken to the British Colony of Port Comfort, Virginia,  

           having been seized from a captured Portuguese slave ship. 



 

 Black History Month Quiz: Question 11 

 What was the first historically black college in America?  

  A) Cheyney College, Pennsylvania  -  founded as the African Institute in February 1837. 



 

 Black History Month Quiz: Question 12 

 For what is Rosa Parks famous? 

  C) Refusing to surrender her bus seat to a white passenger. 

 On December 1, 1955, in Montgomery, Alabama, Parks rejected bus driver James F. Blake's 

 order to relinquish her seat in the "colored section" to a white passenger, after the  

 whites-only section was filled.  This led to year long boycott of the bus network by civil rights 

      campaigners. A legal case against Rosa got bogged down in court and eventually in 1956  

 bus segregation was declared unconstitutional under the Equal Protection Clause of the 

 14th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution  



 

 Black History Month Quiz: Question 13 

 Black Lives Matter was founded in 2013 following the acquittal of the person charged with 

 murdering which young American? 

  C) Trayvon Martin - the 17 year old was fatally shot by community watch member 

      George Zimmerman in Sanford, Florida, whilst walking back from a convenience store. 



 

 Black History Month Quiz: Question 14 

 In 2008, the US elected its first black president, Barack Obama. Who did he run against? 

 C) John McCain 



 

 Black History Month Quiz: Question 15 

 What is the name of the man who’s statue was toppled by Black Lives Matter protestors in  

 Bristol, UK on June 7, 2020?  
 

  D) Edward Colston - an English merchant, philanthropist and Member of Parliament who 

 was involved in the Atlantic slave trade.  


